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INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY 


The summary of this incident is based üpon reports (Exhibit A) memorandums and taped 
-interviews by Homicide Bureau investigators contained in this packet. This summary is 
preliminary and does not include an interview of Department members who were involved in the 
incident by the Internal Affairs Bureau (IAB) investigators. 


On December 16, 1999, Acting Lieutenant Donnie Mauldin, Sergeants Roger Zombek and Jerry. 
Greene of IAB, were notified that in the late evening hours a suspect, who had committed an 
armed robbery and car jacking, was seen leaving the Antelope Valley Mall. Deputies Donald 
Self, EJ and Frank Rothe, HE confronted the suspect who pointed a revolver at them. 


- The deputies fired several rounds at the suspect, striking him numerous times. Los Angeles 


County Fire Department personnel were summoned, arrived a short time later and pronounced 


Subject MB/17, dead. 


Lieutenant Ed Dvorak, =. and Deputy Steven Gutierrez, Zz, both assigned to 
Palmdale Station, provided the following information: At approximately 2030 hours a male black 
suspect entered the John Jay Inn ahd Suite Hotel located at 1825 West Avenue J-12, Lancaster 
and demanded, at gunpoint money from the hotel clerk. The suspect was on the way out of the 
location when Victim [EE entered the hotel lobby and was immediately confronted 
by the suspect. The suspect pointed a handgun at Victim JJ who complied with the 
direction of the suspect to lay on the floor of the lobby. The suspect asked Victim EMM if the 
white Oldsmobile 98, which was parked outside, belonged to him. The victim said it did. The 
suspect took the car keys and drove Victim HE chicle southbound toward Avenue K 
arid out of sight. 


Lancaster Station was notified of the crime by Deputy John P. Sikicti ™ who arrived at 
the hotel, obtained the initial information as to the robbery and started a crime broadcast to the 
surrounding units. Palmdale Sheriff s deputies began looking for the vehicle. 


At about 2120 hours Deputy Donald Self, assigned to Palmdale Station, said that while he was 
working thé Antelope Valley Mall, he received information that.a armed robbery and car jacking 
occurred at about 2030 hours. The unit assigned to handle the incident put out a license number 
of the car jacked vehicle. 


Deputy Self, said he was contacted by ZEN Antelope Valley Mall I 
advised that they had located the stolen vehicle used in John Jay Inn Robbery 
in the south parking lot of the miall, just west of the main entrance. 


Deputy Self said he got into his patrol car and checked the vehicle, found it empty and set up a 
surveillance. Deputy Self said he was assisted by Deputy Rothe. Approximately 15 minutes later, 
Deputy Self observed the suspect exit the west main entrance of the mall carrying a package or 
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packages and walk hurriedly to the stolen vehicle then stop and open the driver’s side door of the 
stolen vehicle. 


Deputy Self said as the suspect reached the driver’s door he was confronted by both Deputy 
Rothe and himself, who had been positioned in the row of cars to the west of the stolen car. 
Deputy’ Self walked towards the suspect from the area slightly south and west of the stolen car, 
while Deputy Rothe approached the suspect from an area west of the vehicle. 


Deputy Self said he heard Deputy Rothe yell'to the suspect to get his hands up and to “freeze” 
however, the suspect continued toward the stolen vehicle and opened the driver’s side door. The 
suspect reached into the front seat of the vehicle and began standing back up, just outside the 
open driver’s door. Deputy Self was not sure where the suspect retrieved the gun from, however, 
he stated he could see the gun through the window of the car as he approached the suspect on 
foot. 


Deputy Self said he saw the suspect stand up and reach over the top of the stolen vehicle and 
point the weapon in hi8 direction. Deputy Self began to drop down and attempted to shoot at the 
suspect through the rear window of the vehicle. At that time the suspect was still standing or 
crouching in the area adjacent to the open driver’s side door. Deputy Self also indicated that 
particular area was pretty well illuminated as there was a parking lot light close to the suspect’s 
vehicle and during the confrontation, Deputy Self continued using his flashlight which was 
directed on the:suspect and the iminediate area. 


Deputy Self said when the suspect pointed his weapon toward him he believed the suspect was 
trying to shoot at him and Deputy Rothe, who was still giving verbal commands to the suspect. 
Based on his observation and fearing for his life and the life of Deputy Rothe, Deputy Self began 
firing at the suspect through the rear window of the stolen car at a distance of approximately 30- 
35 feet. Deputy: Self said he believéd he fired six to Seven shots at the suspect and saw the glass 
shattering in the rear window of the vehicle. Deputy Self indicated that he believed the suspect 
did fire at him, however he could not be sure. 


Within-a few seconds of the shooting, Deputy Self said he looked at Deputy Rothe who told him 
“he’s down” and several other deputies began arriving in the area. After the suspect was'secured, 
paramedics were requested and later pronounced the suspect dead at scene. 


a 


` [AB Note: Deputy Donald Self; fired eight rounds of department issued 9mm 
. ammunition from his departifient issued Beretta, Model 92F, 9mm 
semiautomatic pistol. 


Deputy Frank Rothe, said he heard via his Sheriff's radio that an armed robbery and armed car 


jacking had occurred in the Lancaster area and the lone suspect was described as a male black 
adult who took a 1991 Oldsmobile 98 and left the area. 
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At-around 2120 hours, Deputy Rothe said he went to Antelope Valley Mall at the request of 
Deputy Self who had asked for other Palmdale Station units to come to the mall where the stolen 
vehicle had been located and possibly locate the suspect. After checking the area, Deputy Rothe 
said he saw a male black adult walking from the area of the main entrance/exit of the mall 
towards the area where the stolen vehicle was parked. 


Deputy Rothe said the suspect reached toward.the driver’s door of the stolen vehicle and began 
opening the door when Deputy Rothe ordered the suspect to stop and put his hands up. Deputy 
Rothe believed he ordered the suspect to stop three to four times during this initial confrontation, 
however, the suspect refused to comply and actually crouched down toward the now open 
driver’s side door. 


Deputy Rothe said he moved slightly to the north from his original position after giving his initial 
verbal commands so the suspect would be unable to identify where he was. Deputy Rothe said he 
saw the suspect stand up, now holding a stainless steel or silver handgun and pointing it in the 
direction of Deputy Self. Deputy Self had repositioned himself in the parking lot south of Deputy 
Rothe. Deputy Rothe believed the suspect was about to assault and shoot at Deputy Self. Deputy 
Rothe said he was within 15-20 feet from the suspect when he saw him holding the handgun in 
his right hand. 


Based on his observation and fearing for the life of Deputy Self, Deputy Rothe fired several 
rounds‘at the suspect. Deputy, Rothe said he believed he saw a muzzle flash from the suspect’s 
weapon as he continued to fire. 


Deputy Rothe said the suspect eventually fell to the pavement, just outside the open driver’s side 
door. Deputy Rothe said he continued to point his weapon at the suspect and ordered him to 
place his hands behind his back. The suspect did not comply. Deputy Rothe felt that although the 
suspect had fallen and was lying on his stomach, the suspect’s right arm was still slightly 
underneath the stolen vehicle and he believed the suspect still posed a threat to Deputy Self and 
himself: 


IAB Note: Deputy Frank Rothe, fired eight rounds of Department issued 9mm 
ammunition from a Department issued Beretta, Model 92F, 9mm 
semiautomatic pistol. 


Several Deputies approached the suspect and dragged him backwards, away from the stolen 
vehicle, and handcuffed him without further incident.-Deputy Rothe said he looked from under 
the stolen vehicle, in the area where the suspect’s arm had been, and’ found the silver handgun 
lying on'the pavement. 


IAB Note: The suspect’s weapon was a Clerke First, .32 caliber five shot, chrome 
revolver containing five live rounds. 
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Valley Mall and said one of the outside security officers located the stolen vehicle in the mall 
parking lot and then radioed that information to other Mall Security Officers who were stationed 
. inand around the mall. [i said ME hen walked 
towards the main entrance of the mall to try and locate the suspect and assist if needed. 


HEE -ii he and assisting units from Palmdale Station began watching the 
parking lot in an attempt to locate the suspect. EM said he and 

moved their position to the mall sidewalk area and saw a male black adult, who generally 
matched the description of the suspect, walk out of the mall towards the parking lot. 


said he radioed the information as to the possible suspect to Deputy Self 
who had also positioned himself in the mall parking lot near the rows of parked cars. 
HE said the suspect carried several packages as he walked from the main entrance of 
the mall to the rows of parked vehicles, and after looking in the direction of a= 

appeared to walk faster towards the rows of parked vehicles. ZZ 
HEE finished his radio transmissi6n to the assisting urlits and then began to follow the 
suspect into the parking lot. 


As N «<<: the parking lot, he saw two deputies with their guns drawn, 
and pointed in the direction of where the suspect was. OOO Y he heard the 
deputies yelling, “get your hands up, get on the groûnd” and “let me see your hands” giving 
distinct orders to the suspect. indicated the deputies who were giving the 
verbal commands were standing in the middle of the parking lot'in between the rows of parked 
vehicles. The suspect at that point, was believed to be near the driver’s side door of one of the 
vehicles, however, could only see his upper body and was unsure exactly 
where the sùspect was standing or what he was doing. 


for some additional cover. When the shooting stopped, looked up and 

__ joined Deputy Rothe, who was one of the deputies who had fired at the suspect. ae 
(EE said he saw the suspect, who was now lying on the ground face down, with his 
head towards the east, and was not moving. The suspect’s right arm was extended outward, 
towards the west, underneath the edge of the stolen vehicle. Moments later, deputies approached 
.the suspect, handcuffed him, and pulled him backwards towards the rear of the stolen vehicle. 


. A few seconds later, I said he heard several pnan and he began to look 


OOOO A l said he was 
working off-duty, as d the Antelope Valley Mall and was working with 

l | said he was aware deputies were in the area looking for a 
vehicle which had been taken during a car jacking and armed robbery in the City of Lancaster. 


HEE s2ic 2 mobile security unit, who was looking in the mall parking lot for the stolen 
vehicle, advised other security units that he had located the vehicle in the south parking lot. 
Deputy Self, who was also outside in the parking lot, requested additional units from Palmdale 
Station as well as Security Officers from the mall to try to locate the suspect. 
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HB said that at approximately 2150 hours he was outside of the mall with || 


3 [ER when they saw a male adult who matched the description of the suspect, exit and 
“41 walk southbound to the rows of parked cars in the south parking lot. HR radioed 


Deputy Self to advise him and others in the parking lot area that the described suspect was 
walking towards the stolen parked vehicle. 


HE said he heard several different voices tell the suspect, “get your hands up” and then 
after a brief pause, heard several gunshots in the parking lot. [NNN said he and E 
HE. who had briefly followed the suspect toward the parking lot, assisted the deputies 
after the gunfire and converged òn the area. HE s2ic he assisted in handcuffing the suspect 
and saw a small handgun, just underneath the driver’s side door of the suspect’s vehicle. Based 
on that, = 2 and another deputy pulled the suspect backwards, away from the vehicle and 
away from the handgun. 


rae. Antelope Valley Mall Security Officer, said he was in the parking lot with 
Deputy Self approximately five minutes before the suspect-had exited the mall. As the suspect 
walked towards the parking lot, (EE crouched down behind some of the vehicles so 
the suspect would not see him and told several civilians; who were standing in the parking lot, to 
get inside their parked vehicles. 


HER sic as he watched the suspect, another unknown deputy walked towards the 
suspect from between the parked cars and ordered the suspect to, “freeze and get on the ground.” 
HEE said the suspect dropped the packages he was.carrying to the ground and opened 
the driver’s door to the stolen vehicle at the same time deputies were telling him, the suspect, to 
“freeze.” OoOo 2c he had a clear view of the suspect at that point, as he looked at him 
between the row of parked vehicles without any obstructions, at a distance of about 25 feet. 


(ER said he saw the suspect reach inside the vehicle, across the front seat and then 
crawlback outside. As the suspect exited the vehicle and began to stand up, i saw 
the suspect holding a handgun in his right hand and pointing it over the top of the vehicle in the 
direction of Deputy Self. Self, who had separated himself from HEE had positioned 
himself, just to the south west òf the suspect vehicle. At that point IEE heard 
approximately 15 shots and the ‘suspect fell to the ground, just outside the open driver’s door. 


said that several deputies approached the suspect, handcuffed him, and then 
dragged him'backwards approximately four feet towards the rear of the vehicle. The area was 
contained and one of the deputies requested paramédics to treat the suspect. 


said she walked outside of the Antelope Valley Mall with two male friends 
between’ 2100 and 2130 hours. She was standing next to a vehicle in the mall parking lot while 
finishing a cigarette. She saw what she described as a undercover policeman standing near a red 
pickup truck adjacent to where she was standing. Her male companion told her to get in the car, 
obviously aware something was occurring or about to occur. At the same moment, =’ 
said she saw a male black adult carrying several packages walking towards the parked vehicles 
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just to the south of her vehicle. She said she got into the back passenger side seat of the vehicle 


ž she was riding in as her two companions both entered the front seats of the vehicle. 


MEE -ii she heard at least one deputy say, “Don’t “f-n move,” as they approached the 
suspect from the parking lot. At that point the male suspect began running towards a white 
vehicle, later determined to be the stolen vehicle, and attempted to open the driver’s door. u 
said thesuspect was reaching into the driver’s side of the vehicle head first and she 
believed she heard several gunshots. She said she saw the deputies pointing their weapons at the 
suspect but she had “ducked down”'in the rear seat when-she actually heard the gunshots. 


said that after she heard the gunshots she raised-back up to see what was going on 
and noticed that suspect lying on the ground, near the open driver’s side door of the suspect 
vehicle. [EEE said at that point she and-her friends attempted to leave but were told by 
the deputies they were potential witnesses and could not leave. 


HEE ace the essentially the same observations as [with an 


additional statement that he saw two individuals in the Mall parking lot who appeared to be 
undercover policeman based on the way they were dressed and the way they were acting. [| 
HE sid he got into the front passengers seat of | ME vehicle, HR 201 iito the 
rear passengers seat and HR 20 into the drivers seat of his’vehicle. The three of them 
waited to see what was going to happen in the parking lot around them. 


HER sai he.was looking though the rear window of vehicle he was in arid saw, the suspect 
walking at a normal pace carrying packages. Then, when he was confronted by one of the 
deputies who said, “don’t f-n move,” the suspect ran towards the stolen vehicle, opened the 
driver’s door and dove head first inside. The upper portion of the suspect’s body was inside , the 
car but, he could ot see what he was doing. Shortly after, he {J ducked down and heard 
several gunshots. When he raised his head he could see HR and MMB already looking 
towards the area where the shooting incident-occurred. Hè said he did not actually see the 
shooting occur. 


HE. said he was at the Antelope Valley Mall with his friend I! (i 
HR an girlfriend, (| . When they left the mall the three walked in 
the parking lot towards his parked vehicle. noticed a man in a red flannel shirt 


hiding behind another parked vehicle and two deputies standing between the parked cars. Both 
the men had red flannel shirts and the two deputies were apparently focusing their attention on a 
male black adult who was walking from the area o: the mall toward a parked vehicle, carrying 
several packages in his hands. | GO the man in the red flannel shirt told him to get 
in his vehicle so he quickly told his two friends to get in the vehicle and the three got inside and 
waited to see what was going on. When [started looking backwards towards the 
suspect, he saw the suspect reach toward the driver’s door of a white vehicle. About the same 
time, the deputies approached the suspect and told him to “freeze, put you hands up.” The . ` 
suspect dropped his packages and attempted to get in the white vehicle. 
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| 4 said at some point the suspect opened the driver’s side door and reached inside the 
| ‘Vehicle with his upper body, hands and arms first. (I stated he believed, based on 
Sthe suspect’s actions, that the suspect fired or was about to shoot at the deputies MENEMENE 


f was unable to provide any additional information about the incident. 
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HE said be is 2 A 2 a was on a “ride-along” with 
Deputy Leffler of ‘the Palmdale Station during the incident. While parked in the Denny’s parking 
lot, adjacent to the Antelope Valley Mall, several radio cars were in the area at the request of 
Deputy Self, who had apparently found the stolen vehicle. 
Deputy Leffler was discussing tactics with other deputies in the parking lot when one of the other 
deputies said, “Wait a minute.” [EE focused his attention on the vehicle which they were 
watching and saw a man, dressed in what appeared to be dark pants and a dark shirt, running 
towards the stolen vehicle. 


(EE said he saw deputies running or movirig toward the suspect and in the direction of 
the stolen vehicle. The deputies who had been in the Denny’s parking lot also began driving 
towards the area at a high rate of speed. During the time they traveled towards the area of the 
suspect, [INN heard several gunshots and saw the deputies converge on the suspect. [i 
HEE s2id he did not personally see the shooting and only heard the shooting from a distance 
across the parking lot. 


(ER 821 he was on a ride-along with Palmdale Station Deputy Schell. They. were 
watching the suspect vehicle from the parking lot of the mall. While watching the vehicle, a male 
walked from the mall towards the suspect vehicle. The suspect matched the description which 
had been given earlier during the ctime broadcast..Deputy Schell drove towards the area where 

* they saw the suspect walking. He heard several gunshots coming from. that particular area. Then 
several deputies approached the suspect. 
GER said he did not personally see the shooting and was approaching the area from 
approximately 150 yards when he actually heard the sounds of gunfire. 


HEE said she was with Deputy Self when she heard the information as to the robbery 
and car jacking which had occurred in Lancaster. E: she accompanied Deputy Self 
into the mall parkirig lot while they checked the area for the suspect and/or the suspect vehicle: 


B said while stie was on foot with Deputy Self, Deputy Rothe arrived a short time later 
and also began looking in the parking lot for the suspect. After a few-minutes, | GQ she 
saw Deputy Self and Deputy Rothe both crouch down behind parked vehicles and began focusing 
their attention towards the front of the mall. 


[EE sid she also focused her attention on the front portion of the mall and saw a black male 
adult walking southbound towards the parking lot. At that point, HE said she took cover 
behind several parked vehicles and ‘waited to see if the man was the suspect wanted in connection 
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Said she heard Deputy Rothe say, “get your hands up.” She then stepped from around 
the parked cars and watched the suspect who was inside the driver’s side door area. H 
aid she watched at a distance of about 60 feet and then saw the suspect turn towatd Deputy 
Self who was standing in the parking lot. 


HE said she saw two bursts of light, one of which she believed came from the area of the 
suspect, and the other burst of light came from the area where she believed Deputy Rothe was , 
standing. HE lescribed hearing several gunshots and immediately ducked behind the 
parked cars until the shooting stopped. [IEEE said she did not see the suspect with a gun in his 
hand, however she did not have a clear and unobstructed view. 
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